GWCA Crime Prevention Tips & Contacts 5-14

REPORT ALL CRIME 2014

· Call 911 immediately and report “this is happening now” 

· Suspicious activity 

· Someone ringing doorbells attempting to gain entry 

     or requesting money.  May have a story

· Someone looking into houses or cars

· Someone being followed

· Someone removing recycling paper (identity theft)

· Impaired driver

· Crime in progress

· If you are a victim of a crime that just happened (report immediately and request and keep a copy of the report).  

Provide location, number of people, what is happening, description of suspect(s) (hair, complexion, glasses, facial features, height, weight, hat, cap, jacket and slacks), direction of escape, type of auto and license plate number.

· Call 311 if you see evidence of a prior crime.  Request and keep the 311-report number.   

· Photograph and report all graffiti immediately

· Use Chicago Works app on “itunes” or “googleplay” to submit 311 requests and report graffiti.  311 also sends a copy to your alderman.  Chicago works handles requests for 26 most common city service requests.  Or call 311 directly.

· Keep your keys, phone and ID in your pocket, not in a purse

· Be aware of your surroundings when walking, biking, shopping, dining

· Wear a whistle.  Three whistle blasts signal someone needs help.  Repeat

· Lock all doors even if you’re gardening

· Inventory and photo all items and inscribe your drivers license number on electronics.  Maintain one inventory off site.

· Use your shredder

· Don’t leave sunglasses or items of value visible in your car 

· Establish a phone tree of neighbors on either side and across the street and alley from you

· Make sure your doors and windows are visible to neighbors.  

· Light your entries dusk to dawn all year.  Don’t install privacy fences.   

Contacts

· 19th District Police:  Main number 312.744.8420 

· 19th District Police:  Community Policing M – F 312.744.0064

· CUBS Game Hotline: 866.427.3869

· Lake View High School Police Officer: 773.534.5443

· GWCA (Graceland West Community Association) www.gracelandwest.org
Boundaries are Montrose to Irving Park, Clark to Ashland  

